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Abraham’s Covenant & Children 
 
The Abrahamic Covenant can be seen as a backdrop for the Old Covenant (Moses/Nation of 
Israel) and the New Covenant (Christ/Citizens of Heaven). Certain systems have tended to OVER 
literalize the complex elements of this covenant while others have mixed and muddled 
distinctive elements of God’s fulfillment of His covenant with Abraham. Today we will take a 
look at who are the SEED / OFFSPRING / DESCENDANTS / CHILDREN of Abraham and elements 
of the promises and fulfillment of God’s purpose in His covenant with Abraham. These notes 
are best understood in conjunction with the class lesson where these points are carefully 
presented though the passages from God’s Word cited below. 
 
1. Physical Descendants (& other household members). Genesis 12:1-3;  

a. Ishmael – Genesis 25:1-18 

ESV Genesis 17:20   20 As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have blessed him and will 
make him fruitful and multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve princes, and I will make 
him into a great nation. 

ESV Genesis 21:13   13 And I will make a nation of the son of the slave woman also, because 
he is your offspring." 

b. Esau – Genesis 25:23; chapter 36 

2. Special Physical Descendant(s) Genesis 17:1-21 

a. Isaac – Genesis 17:21 

ESV Genesis 17:19   19 God said, "No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall 
call his name Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his 
offspring after him. 

ESV Genesis 21:12   12 But God said to Abraham, "Be not displeased because of the boy and 
because of your slave woman. Whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for through 
Isaac shall your offspring be named. 

b. Jacob (Israel – patriarchs – tribes – nation) Genesis 25:3-5, 23; 28:12-17; 35:10-12; 

ESV Romans 9:11-13   11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or 
bad-- in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but 
because of him who calls--  12 she was told, "The older will serve the younger."  13 As it is 
written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated." (Malachi 1:2-3) 

3. Singular Supreme Special Physical Descendant – Christ Jesus (Galatians) 

ESV Galatians 3:16   16 Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, 
"And to offsprings," referring to many, but referring to one, "And to your offspring," who is Christ. 

4. Spiritual Special Descendants – Those spiritually born of God, Those of Faith.(Galatians, 
Romans, N.T.) 
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Crucial Covenant Considerations from Galatians: 
 

In Christ; Jerusalem from Above; Children of the Promise; Abraham’s Offspring; Heirs 

according to the Promise; Household of Faith; The Israel of God 

 

FAITH: Preaching the faith (1:23); …faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, 
in order to be justified by faith in Christ (2:16)…I live by faith in the Son of God (2:20)…hearing 
with faith (3:2)…hearing with faith (3:5)…it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham (3:7) 
…God would justify the Gentiles [ἔθνη – nations] by faith (3:8)…those who are of faith are 
blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith (3:9)…The righteous shall live by faith (3:11)…not 
of faith (3:12)…in Christ Jesus the blessings of Abraham…come…receive the promised Spirit 
through faith (3:14) Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in 
Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe (3:22)…before faith came…imprisoned until 
the coming faith would be revealed (3:23)…justified by faith (3:24)…now that faith has come 
(3:25)…for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God through faith (3:36)…for through the Spirit, by 
faith (5:5)…only faith working through love (5:6)…those of the household of faith (6:10) 
 
 Galatians 3:7-9   7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham.  8 And the 
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel 
beforehand to Abraham, saying, "In you shall all the nations be blessed."  9 So then, those who 

are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 
 
Galatians 3:14-18  14 so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, 
so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith. 15 To give a human example, 
brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one annuls it or adds to it once it has been 
ratified.  16 Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, "And 
to offsprings," referring to many, but referring to one, "And to your offspring," who is Christ.  17 
This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 years afterward, does not annul a covenant 
previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise void.  18 For if the inheritance comes by 
the law, it no longer comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a promise. 
 
Galatians 3:22   22 But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by 
faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 
 
Galatians 3:26-29   26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  27 For as many of 
you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  29 
And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. 
 
Galatians 6:15-16   15 For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a 
new creation.  16 And as for all who walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and (that 
is, namely, and so) upon the Israel of God. 
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Point of Duality Physical Posterity Spiritual Posterity 

Two distinct God-given heirs.  

The seed ( singular ) of Abraham. Both 
were miraculously given 

Isaac Jesus 

Two distinct elect sons Isaac's elect son was Israel ( Jacob 
), Gen 25:22-23, Rom 9:6ff. 

Jesus is also God's elect son, Hos 
11:1, cp. Matt 2:15, cp. also Isaiah 
42:1 

Two distinct sets of descendants The Hebrew people, the nation of 
Israel, are Abraham's covenantal 
posterity according to the physical 
created order, Gen 15:3,5,18; 
17:7,9 

Believers in Christ are Abraham's 
covenantal posterity according to 
the spiritual re-created order. Gal 
3:7-9, 14, 29; Rom 4:11-17; Heb 2:16 
etc. 

Two distinct circumcisions The one is in the body and 
characterizes the natural posterity 

The other is in the heart ( soul ) and 
characterizes spiritual posterity. Rom 
2:28-19, Philip 3:2, Col 2:11 

Two distinct ways of generation.  

Each posterity, the natural and the 
spiritual, propagate successive 
generations. Each propagates and 
multiplies by the same method of 
generation by which it originated 

The natural posterity originates 
and propagates by natural 
generation, i.e. human procreation 

The spiritual posterity originates by 
spiritual regeneration. Is 53:10, Heb 
2:13, John 1:12-13 
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Romans chapter 1-10 Concerning Flesh Reckoning (Israel-Jew) and Faith Reckoning 

 
Romans 1:5-7   5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 

for the sake of his name among all the nations,  6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,  7 To 

all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 

believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

 

Romans 2:9-11  9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and 

also the Greek,  10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek.  
11 For God shows no partiality…26-29   26 So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, 

will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision?  27 Then he who is physically uncircumcised but 

keeps the law will condemn you who have the written code and circumcision but break the law.  28 For no one 

is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical.  29 But a Jew is one inwardly, 

and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from 

God.  

 

Romans 3:9   9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, 

both Jews and Greeks, are under sin,…22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 

believe. For there is no distinction…29-30  29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles 

also? Yes, of Gentiles also,  30 since God is one. He will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised 

through faith.  

 

Romans 4:9   9 Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We say that faith 

was counted to Abraham as righteousness...11-13  11 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the 

righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of 

all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well,  12 and to 

make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of 

the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised.  13 For the promise to Abraham and his 

offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of 

faith.  

 

Romans 4:16-18   16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his offspring- not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of 

Abraham, who is the father of us all,  17 as it is written, "I have made you the father of many nations"- in the 

presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do 

not exist.  18 In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had 

been told, "So shall your offspring be."  

 

Romans 9:6-8  6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel 

belong to Israel,  7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but "Through Isaac shall 

your offspring be named."  8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but 

the children of the promise are counted as offspring…24-27   24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews 

only but also from the Gentiles?  25 As indeed he says in Hosea, "Those who were not my people I will call 'my 

people,' and her who was not beloved I will call 'beloved.'"  26 "And in the very place where it was said to 

them, 'You are not my people,' there they will be called 'sons of the living God.'"  27 And Isaiah cries out 

concerning Israel: "Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them 

will be saved,  

 

Romans 10:12   12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing 

his riches on all who call on him.  


